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A NOTE ON PROPOSITION I, 41 OF APOLLONIUS' 

ON CONIC SECTIONS 

CarolA. Day 

"\Y JHETHER the circle ought to be considered a species of the 
W ellipse is a question debated by students of Apollonius' 

On Conic Sections. It is clear that Apollonius does not consider it 
. to be so, and though many good reasons may be given to sup
port his position, he yet excludes the circle by a seemingly arbi
trary restriction on the way the cutting plane may lie with 
respect to the plane of the base circle: "If a cone is cut by a plane 
through its axis, and is also cut by another plane on the one hand 
meeting both sides of the axial triangle, and on the other ex
tended neither parallel to the base nor 
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PROPOSITION I, 41 OF APOLLONIUS' ON CONIC SECTIONS 

straight line from the section to the diameter, and deficient by a 
figure similar and similarly situated to the rectangle contained by 
the diameter and parameter." This property, as may easily be ver
ified, belongs bl
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PROPOSITION I, 41 OF APOLLONIUS' ON CONIC SECTIONS 

Euclid's makes it both more interesting and more memorable to 
the student. 

NOTES 

1 Quotations here and elsewhere are taken from R. Catesby Talia
ferro's translation, ferro's 


