


Dear Fellow Parents,

Ahes, vd %l, e to you, members of the  omas Aquinas College Parents’ Association. We parents
and grandparents of the College’s students and alumni form a vital part of the College and its mission. We
are acommunity that supports and prays for the students — our future leaders — in this unique program
of Catholic liberal education. We are our children’s rst educators, and our concern for their well-being
continues long past the time they leave our homes for campus, or leave campus for the world beyond. My
hope is that this semlannual newsle er will help to keep our community of parents informed and united.

e ?:. s s e with the front-page le er from junior David Langley to his parents, Laura and
Michael of Lebanon, OhIO It is an “open” le er because any of the College’s students, past or present,

could have wri en one like itto you, their parents. e particulars would vary, but the underlying message

would be the same.  rough your generosity and guidance, you helped bring your children to the College, and for this they are
profoundly grateful — as are we all. | hope you hear your own child’s voice in David's heartfelt thank-you, and know that your

support and devotion are deeply appreciated.

wWeded ‘u““l.‘o % " e, ake "'(;, 1 So ¥ “Lake. Still, it is reasonable for parents to ask — as they o en do — how their
children will fare in a competitive job market. How can they gain access to employers, and how will they demonstrate the value of

their education in their résumés and job interviews?




Liberal Education in the Marketplace

Students Prepare for Life A er Graduation at Career Forum and Workshop

LL he students who come to talk to me about their
post-graduation plans are con dent, but appre-
hensive,” says Director of Student Services Mark

Kretschmer.“ ey know they have received an education that
will serve them well in whatever vocation or work they pursue,
but they are unsure how to get their foot in the door — how to
choose the right career, how to talk about their liberal educa-
tion in an interview, how to land that rst job”

To address these concerns, Mr. Kretschmer’s O ce of
Career Advisement hosts professional-development events
throughout the year.  is year his e orts culminated with an
on-campus Career Forum, followed by a workshop dedicated
to interview preparation and résumé writing.

e Career Forum, held in St. Bernardine of Siena Library




Cam pu q |_|fe e Merchant of \Venice

Students Lead Con rmation Retreat

roughout the past academic year,

several of the College’s students have
led Con rmation classes at Our Lady
of Guadalupe Church in Santa Paula.
In March they held an on-campus

retreat for 75 students, which included [*
prayers at the newly installed Stations &
of the Cross (above).
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Le fromright: Alex Tombelli ('13), Magdalen Grismer (’15), Res-



Campus Blood Drive

Mardi Gras Dance

Spring All-College Seminar



. g ' / Commencement 2014:
IF elzcztaczones ‘ Schedule of Events

Alumni & Pa.rents’ ASSOC'?-“O”S to More information available at thomasaquinas.edu/commencement
Host Taco Dinner for Seniors & "ol M v 14
Parents on Eve of Commencement . Senior  eology Exam
9:00 a.m.
£L o the Seniors, we want _ President’s Dinner

to say, ‘Congratula- 5:00-9:00 p.m.

tions! To the parents, St. Joseph Commons
*ankyou. And to Seniors and par- Seniors and their ancés only

ents alike, we hope to make it clear

that graduation need not mean ; SSlUUREN G

goodbye” 9:30 p.m.

ose sentiments, says omas Aquinas College Vice & * o wa 18
President Paul J. O'Reilly, are the reason for a new event that Senior Photos
will take place at the ' 12:30-3:00 p.m.
College this May — the Individual times vary

rst, he anticipates, in -
a long-lasting tradition. H oW wa 16
On the evening before . Commencement Practice for Seniors
Commencement, the  omas Aquinas College Parents’ and 9:15-10:45am.
Alumni Associations will jointly host a celebratory dinner for . President’s Reception
graduates and their families. 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Tlaquepaque, a popular local Mexican restaurant, will set Doheny Hacienda

up its grills in the campus picnic area, serving fresh chicken, Parents, seniors and their ancés only

beef, and shrimp tacos with all the xings —rice, beans, salsa,

and chips. e Associations will provide four free tickets to
all seniors, who can pur-
chase extras in advance
for $5 apiece.

For the Alumni Asso-
ciation, the event will
serve as an opportunity
to welcome its soon-
to-be newest members,
the Class of 2014, and
to make known the net-

working and fellowship opportunities available to the Col-
lege’s graduates. Parents will likewise get a chance to learn how
their relationship with the College can continue, far beyond
Commencement, through the Parents’ Association and its
community of faith.

“Above all else, the dinner will allow for us all to celebrate
together,” says Dr. O'Reilly. “We can toast the Seniors for their
hard work, commend the parents for their sacri ces, and give
thanks to God for the many blessings of these last four years
and those that are still to come”

~ Alumni and Parents’ Associations Dinner for
Graduates and their Families
Fresh grilled tacos
6:00—-7:30 p.m.
Campus Picnic Area



Members of the Parents’ Association

Executive Commi ee

R &, Ba M3 SCoordinator
Father of Daniel ("13) and Gabriel ('14)
Director of Development,

omas Aquinas College
Santa Paula, Calif.

LEVES: 1 _sl (’75)
Mother of Margaret ("98), eresa ('01),
John (’01), Rachel ('04), James ('08), and
Richard ('10)
Founding Director,
Mother of Divine Grace School
Santa Paula, Calif.

Ve o Wy CIR' S i

Parents of Mary ¢ Ol) Lours ( 11), Patrrck ('15), and Marga-
ret ('17)

Homemaker / Oregon Military Department Project Manager
Mt. Angel, Ore.
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Parents of Kathryn ('03) and Gabriel ('12)
Homemaker / Construction Project Manager
Manassas, Va.

d ¥ea ¥ Q’oﬂ' el ,L?s"v'.

Parents of Rebecca ('04), Joel ('06), and Lucy ('11)
Homemaker-A orney /A orney

Atlanta, Ga.

W W las“\r' My«
Parents of Frater Slmeon Charles ( 10) and Joseph ('15)
Homemaker / Ob-Gyn Physician and Professor
Alhambra, Calif.

- . S -
Sie va W Ik b adks
Parents of Susannah ('15)
Homemaker / Marine Civil Servant
Manassas, Virginia

057 D L eyhws of",
Parents of Rich ('03), Rosemarie
(°05), Fr. Francis ('07), and
Marie ('12)

Bookkeeper / Molecular Biologist,
Researcher



Parent’s Corner

Did omas Aquinas College Prepare My Children for Life A er Graduation?

BVay aBe 'v‘;‘*.sl (’75)

hen people ask me if
omas Aquinas Col-
lege prepared my chil-

drenforlifea ergraduation, | say yes.

| tell them about how my six chil-
dren, all of whom graduated from the
College, are grown up now. Four of
them are married, three with children
of their own. Four went on to gradu-
ate school. One now manages IT for a small business. (Amaz-
ing what philosophy prepares one for!) Two are well on their
way to earning doctorates in philosophy, with future plans to
teach at the collegiate level. Another is a nurse practitioner at



