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An Open Letter to My Parents
Wanting What’s Best for Us
By Stephanie Pipes (’19)

Dear Mom and Dad,
With Jessica having graduated in 2016, and Rachel, Sarah, Mary, and I here now, you 

are well on your way to sending all eight of your children to Thomas Aquinas College! I 
know that you are happy that we have made it this far — but I think you are also surprised.

For even though you have long loved TAC, you knew that it might not be the best for 
all of us. Jessica and Rachel considered multiple other schools before deciding to come 
here, and Sarah thought about accepting a swimming scholarship elsewhere before she 
attended the High School Summer Program. You were always open to whatever choice was right. 

Personally, I am grateful that you urged me not to apply to Thomas Aquinas College.
Looking back at my high school self, I was not ready for a school like TAC. I had struggled to finish homework, read books, 

and write — three prerequisites for success here. Nor did I have a firm desire to search for truth, which is essential to motivate one 
through this rigorous program.

You recognized that I was not ready and encouraged me to attend community college instead. That experience completely 
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Giving Our Students the “Dual Package”
An Interview with Dennis McCarthy —VP for Finance and TAC Dad
Note: Joining the College’s adminis-
trative faculty this year is the new vice 
president for finance, Dennis McCar-
thy. A graduate of Georgetown Uni-
versity and Harvard Business School, 
Mr. McCarthy spent four decades 
in the investment-banking industry, 
holding executive positions at such 
firms as EF Hutton, Drexel Burnham 
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Campus Life

The California campus begins to resemble … the New England 
campus, as leaves take on their autumn colors and blanket the 
grass outside St. Joseph Commons, with the Blessed Mother 
gazing from her perch atop Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity 
Chapel.

On the afternoon of this fall’s 
All-College Seminar, students 
met up in St. Cecilia Hall’s 
Ken and Joyce Skinner Coffee 
Shop to prepare pizzas for that 
evening’s All-College Seminar. 
Among this year’s creative chefs, 
a freshman designed his pies to 
honor one of the judges, senior 
Joe Daly (below). …

… That evening came the seminar itself. 
Groups of about 20 students from all 
classes — joined by two members of the 
teaching faculty — gathered in class-
rooms across the campus to analyze and 
discuss Flannery O’Connor’s “Parker’s 
Back.” Afterward they retired to St. Joseph 
Commons for the pizza party.

On November 17 the Thomas Aquinas College Choir performed 
a complete, unabridged production of Handel’s Messiah at its fall 
concert in St. Cecilia Hall.

Handel’s Messiah

Pizza-Making Party

All-College Seminar
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Young disciples of St. Thomas Aquinas, seated before their patron’s 
statue, study and visit on the Chapel steps.

Students participate in a spirited soccer game on the campus 
athletic field, with St. Cecilia Hall and Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Trinity Chapel in the background.

Students pray on the 
Ventura beach on 
October 7, the Feast 
of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, for “Rosary 
Coast to Coast,” a 
nationwide prayer for 
the spiritual and moral 
healing of the United 
States.

Retired tutor Dr. Carol Day and the College’s resident assistant, Jeannette 
Richard (’17), lead a late-September women’s campout at the Sage Hill camp-
ground in Santa Barbara.

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, the upperclassmen bested 
the underclassmen, 19-8, in Thomas Aquinas College’s annual 
Turkey Bowl flag-football game. In the 29-year recorded history 
of this illustrious competition, the upperclassmen have now won 
20 times.

Women’s Campout

Rosary Coast to Coast

Soccer

Turkey Bowl
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Joining the Family
A Mom and Dad Travel 3,000 Miles for Alumni & Parent Day

When asked why she and her 
husband, Alexander, made 
the 3,000-mile trip from 

their home in suburban New York for 
this year’s Alumni & Parent Day, Paula 
Cummings answered in a way that any 
mom (or dad) could understand:

“We couldn’t wait until Thanksgiv-
ing to see our son!” the mother of Ian 
(’22) admitted. “He’s the first one to 
leave the nest, and it’s really hard.”

There were also other benefits 
of coming to the third annual event, 
besides easing the pains of child-sick-
ness. “We had been told that when your child goes to the Col-
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Launched & Established
TAC Business Club Thrives in Second Year

Over the last two years, a group of enterprising 
Thomas Aquinas College students has worked to 
establish an organization which will benefit others 

like themselves for years to come — the TAC Business Club.
“We had been thinking about a business club for some 

time,” says Martin Haggard (’18), the group’s first president. 
“Then in the fall of last year we were finally able to launch it. 
College Vice President Paul O’Reilly was very supportive. 
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Parent’s Corner
The Last Homely House
By Geoff Zwemke

I remember when Thomas Aquinas College first came onto 
our family’s radar. It seemed like a mythical, faraway land 
where giants still walked the earth. From its first days in 

trailers to today’s beautiful California campus, nestled in the 
hills, with its masterfully crafted curriculum built on great 
books and Socratic dialogue, its impressive alumni and sup-
porters — it loomed large in our imaginations and hearts. 

My wife and I were especially impressed with the “clans” 
sending their kids there: families solid in their faith, “epic” in 
their proportions of love, vibrancy, and number of children. 
Not perfect, but the kind of families you hope your own will 
befriend. 

Soon after our own kids went off to the College, we began 
to see real growth and change in them, flowing from the sacra-
mental life, from the joy of friendships with truly exceptional 
peers, and from living and breathing a truly Catholic and 
liberal (freeing) education. As parents, it has been a blessing 
to know that they are not only earning a college degree, but 
experiencing a four-year formation of their hearts, minds, and 
souls. We see in them and in the College’s alumni that TAC 
prepares its students to launch successful careers and voca-
tions, to live fulfilling and rich lives. 

Those of us back at home — my wife, our four remaining 
children, and I — enjoy periodically “climbing the mountain” 
and visiting campus to spend time with our students and 
their wonderful friends, experiencing firsthand the blessings 
of this unique place. The high point of all our visits has been 
experiencing the Triduum and Easter weekend. Wow! In the 
liturgies, rites, and music, I felt like someone re-learning the 
vocabulary of a lost language. Majesty. Splendor. Reverence. 
Beauty. Glory! 

After the three-hour Easter Vigil (yes, some of us did nod 
off), the Easter party started at 2:00 a.m. The food, friendship, 
and dancing lasted all night. And thanks to that party, Thomas 
Aquinas College is forever fixed in the mind of our six-year old 
son, Anthony. It’s the place where he discovered the Fountain 
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